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RECENT WORK1  

●​ Rooted, Resilient & Reaching, Aspire House (2026–2027)                                             

A partnership to build on the Northwest Landing’s deep culture of mutual care, 

creativity, and place-based pride through the collaborative practices of communal 

singing and documentary songwriting. Funded by Indy Arts Council and the City 

of Indianapolis.  

●​ Artist-in-Residence, Castleton United Methodist Church (2026)                                       

A yearlong initiative to expand communal singing in and outside of worship 

through song circles, collaborative compositions, and song leader training for 

CUMC and community. Funded through a grant from Calvin Worship Institute 

for Vital Preaching & Worship, with funds from Lilly Endowment. 

●​ Core Song Leader, Indy Singing Resistance (2026 ongoing)                                                   

Facilitated singing at Monument Circle launch, organized a teach-in event for 212 

folks, and facilitate singing at monthly interfaith vigil at Miami Correctional 

Facility/ICE Detention Center. 

●​ Commissioned Composer, Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist 

Congregation, Springfield, Illinois (2026). Wrote a song for choir and congregation  

to dedicate a new sanctuary. Lyrics were created from congregant responses to the 

question, “What does sanctuary mean to you? Conducted the premier. 

●​ Song Leader, SongSquad Inside (2024–present)​
A weekly song circle at Indiana Women’s prison (through Marian University’s 

Beyond Learning Program) that includes 10 “outside” singers and 19 “inside” 

singers. 

●​ Co-Founder & Song Leader, SongSquad Indianapolis (2016–present)​
Facilitate the city’s first non-auditioned, all-ages, paperless community ensemble. 

SongSquad meets in weekly sessions, supports work at the IN Women’s Prison, and 

leads singing experiences for conferences and community events. 

●​ Producer / Music Director, Indy Winter Solstice Celebration (2004–present)​
Lead 30+ musicians for an annual event that features songs and stories. The free 

event reaches 500 people each year. 

●​ Composer & Arranger (2000–present)​
Catalogue of 50+ short-form songs for rapid community learning and adaptation 

at conferences, worship, and public gatherings, including commissions for plays, 

congregations, and more.  

1 Unless otherwise noted, all activities occur in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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●​ Choir Director, Midwest Unitarian Universalist Summer Assembly, Ripon, WI 

(1998–present). Conduct a 40-member choir for daily worship at a summer camp. 

​
PAST WORK (selected) 

●​ Executive Director, Spirit & Place, Indiana University Indianapolis 

(2006–2025) Led this community-facing project that uses the arts, humanities, and 

religion as civic tools for building and strengthening community, principally through 

the annual Spirit & Place Festival.  

●​ Facilitator & Ritual Artist, What Sound Does Grief Make? (2023)​
Co-created with songleader/art therapist Lyndsey Scott on an embodied, day-long 

community ritual blending music, movement, and sacred witness to process 

collective and personal grief. 

●​ Assistant Professor of Music, DePauw University, Greencastle, IN (2023)​
Conducted Putnam County Festival Choir, composed of students and community 

members. 

●​ Collaborative Artist, Debt of Gratitude (2022)                                                    

Co-created with NOLA visual artist Kelly Ann Muller on an exhibit installation of 

“flowers” that inflate in response to song and movement for Baton Rouge 

Contemporary Art Gallery.  

●​ Artist-in-Residence, Castleton United Methodist Church (2019)                         

Composed and led original compositions inspired by congregant interpretations 

of three Christmas carols. 

●​ Artistic Director, Indianapolis Women’s Chorus (1997–2010)                                

Produced 3 subscription concerts annually, interdisciplinary performances 

combining choral music, stories, and visual art components; commissioned 

nationally recognized composers, and produced two CDs. 

AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS & PRESENTATIONS (sample) 

●​ Grantee, Indiana Arts Commission (2013, 2017, and 2023) 

●​ “I’ll Put the Kettle On: Ritual Song Circle” presentation (2022)                                                

Co-presenting with music therapists Natasha Thomas and kei slaughter, 

Imagining America National Gathering, New Orleans.   

●​ Indy Convergence Residency (2022)                                                                     

Science & arts interdisciplinary collaboration among 12 selected national artists. 

●​ “Building Community Through Group Singing” (2022)                                             

Co-presenting with with Sally McSpadden, Symposium for Progressive Teaching 

and Learning, Orchard School.  

●​ Arago Honors Award for Nonprofit Innovation, Indy Meridian 

Foundation (2021)  Won for Spirit & Place’s Powerful Conversations on Race 

program (rooted in arts and humanities sources).  
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●​ Music Director, “Christians,” a play presented by Phoenix Theatre (2019)             

Curated the choral music and directed the choir in the play. 

●​ “Liberating the Voice through Improvisation” (2018)                   

Co-presenting with Michelle Jones in Chicago at Imagining America annual 

conference of artists and scholars in higher education who focus on civic 

engagement.  

●​ Indy Parks Foundation Artist (2018)                                                                      

Created place-based, interactive singing events in city parks for one year.  

●​ IU Indianapolis Inspirational Woman Award, Office of Women (2015)                                 

For outstanding service as executive director of Spirit & Place.  

●​ Inaugural Religion, Spirituality and the Arts Seminar (2014)                                        

1 of 14 artists selected to study a sacred text and create new artworks. A project of 

Butler University and Christian Theological Seminary, now part of Herron School 

of Art & Design at Indiana University. 

●​ “Sound Collaboration” Indiana Philanthropy Alliance (2014)                             

A sound-based workshop for Youth Philanthropy Rocks! Conference on the 

principles of effective collaboration using boom whackers and mailing tubes. 

●​ Creative Renewal Arts Fellowship, Indy Arts Council (2003)                                 

Studied African drumming and chants from world cultures and religions. 

EDUCATION 

Certifications 

●​ Musica de Circulo (2026-2028)                                                                              

An inclusive musical practice that promotes well-being and human development, 

stimulating creativity, expression, affection, listening, and cooperation. 

●​ Documentary Songwriter (2025)                                                                                       

A collaborative story-telling methodology from Documentary Songwriting. 

●​ Morning Altars Teacher (2025)                                                                                  

Creativity, ritual and nature for sacred meaning-making with Morning Altars 

founder Day Schildkret. 

●​ Sound & Vibrational Therapies (Levels I & II) (2025)                                       

MEDITATE School of Mindfulness & Sound (singing bowls, gongs, tuning forks).  

●​ Restorative Justice Trainer (2021)                                                                        Via 

Peace Learning Center. A practice that focuses on repairing harm through dialogue, 

accountability, and community involvement. 

●​ Civic Reflection Dialogue Trainer (2021) & Facilitator (2012)                                        

Via Center for Civic Reflection, Salisbury University, Maryland. Among the first 8 

trainers in Indianapolis with focus on using arts and humanities sources for 

race-centered, community dialogues. 
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●​ Community Song Leader (2015)                                                                            

Community Choir Leadership Training Program, Ubuntu Choir Network, British 

Columbia. Training for leading paperless singing groups. 

Training & Education (selected) 

●​ All the Way In, International Vocal Improvisation Master Program with 

Rhiannon (2023) 1 of 22 selected global artists for 9 month study program; 

Rhiannon has performed with Bobby McFerrin’s ensemble for decades. 

●​ Decolonizing Community Singing (2022)                                                               

Presented by Riomas, Hannah Mayree & Dodie Whitaker, facilitated by Aaron 

Johnson of Holistic Resistance.    

●​ Foundations on Somatic Abolitionism (for white people, 7 month program) 

(2022). Presented by Resmaa Menakem, Education for Racial Equity.  

●​ Building Racial Equity I and II, Race Forward, Chicago, IL (2019 and 2021)  

●​ Before We Were White: Ancestral Recovery for Anti-Racist Action 

(2017)  Presented by White Awake  

●​ Undoing Racism with The People’s Institute for Survival and Beyond (2015 

and 2016).  

●​ Musician & Leadership Program (2004–2006)                                                            

With Music for People, which teaches improvisation facilitation skills.  

●​ Graduate coursework toward M.A. in Arts Administration, University of 

Illinois, Springfield, IL (1985–1987) 

●​ B.S. in Arts Administration (Minor: Music), Butler University (1983) 
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